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CSIR-National Metallurgical Laboratory

The Inception

The foundation stone for National Metallurgical Laboratory was laid by Hon'ble Sri C. Rajagopalachari on 
st th21  November, 1946. It was formally inaugurated and dedicated to the nation on 26  November, 1950 by 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru "in a spirit of hope and in a spirit of faith in the future'. The laboratory was an element 

of Sir Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar's vision of providing India with a network of research institutions for taking the 

country ahead in science and technology. CSIR-NML played a significant role in the industrial revolution of India 

starting from 1950 especially in the areas of mineral processing, iron and steel making, ferroalloys and 

extraction of non-ferrous metals, notably magnesium. Asia's largest creep testing facility was also set up at 

CSIR-NML in the early 1970s and even today it ranks as the second largest creep testing lab in Asia.

"..…But when I come to Jamshedpur it is not the past of India that 
comes up before me but some vision of the future comes before my 
eyes." 

"I do not wish any worker to come to these laboratories merely with the 
aim of earning his living. What I wish is that our young men and women 
who come here should have a zeal for working out problems, which 
would have great consequence. That would give vitality to these 
Institutes. They should realize that service to science is real service to 
India - no, even to the whole world - science has no frontiers". 

…Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
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